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FOUNDATIONS

Our Mission
South City Community School exists to be an intentionally accessible Christian school in the
City of St. Louis, to provide students a feast of ideas preparing them for their next academic
endeavor.

Our Statement of Faith
We believe that God is a triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe that all mankind is created by God in His image.

We believe that we are more sinful than we ever dared to imagine.

We believe that because we are sinful, we need God the Father to save us, which He does
because He loves us more than we ever dared to dream.

We believe that God is sovereign over all things and the Maker of heaven and earth.

We believe that God the Father sent His only Son, Jesus Christ.

● We believe that Jesus was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of
the Virgin Mary and born unto her.

● We believe that He was both fully God and fully man – with two distinct natures in
one person.

● We believe that He bore our sins upon the cross, saving us from an eternal life of
misery and bringing us into an eternal life of glory and grace.

● We believe that He really died, thus paying the price that our sins deserve.
● We believe that He really rose from the dead, thus defeating death for all-time for

those who believe.

We believe that salvation comes only by this gracious act and not in anything we do to merit
it, and we believe that in this act we are credited with His righteousness.

We believe that this act of supreme love is applied to our lives and His righteousness
developed, through the work of the Holy Spirit.

We believe that the Bible is the only source for faith and practice.

● We believe it is fully inspired by God in its original text.
● We believe it is inerrant, free from error.
● We believe it is completely trustworthy.
● We believe anyone can read it and understand what is needed for salvation, faith and

practice without the need for a pastor/priest/bishop.

We believe that the Church is God’s chosen instrument to continue His work until He returns.



We believe that Jesus Christ will return to judge the world, thus ushering in a new age
where all things will be made new and the effects of sin will be abolished forever.

We affirm that subsections above do not exhaust the extent of our beliefs.  The Bible itself,
as the inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth,
morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we
believe. For purposes of SCCS’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, the Board is
SCCS’s final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application.

Our Philosophy of Education
Our beliefs about the nature of children. . .

Children are created in the image of God, and as image-bearers, they are spiritual, moral
beings.

Children have an inherent curiosity about the world around them. The process of acquiring
knowledge is as natural to them as breathing.

Children are rational beings. They are able to deal with complex ideas, generate original
ideas, and connect with newly encountered ideas.

Children have unique perspectives and learn in different ways. Their strengths and
weaknesses, interests and experiences, culture and background serve as places from which
to begin their education.

Children learn and live best when part of a community where they are valued, respected,
encouraged, and held accountable.

Children need guidance, discipline, and the consistency of routine. Authority and obedience
are fundamental principles having their source in the authority of our Creator. This authority
must never be abused to manipulate children by guilt, influence, fear, or undue play upon
any natural desire (such as to be well-liked by one’s teacher).

Children have great potential as builders and shapers of their world.  They are responsible
beings, able to effect change in themselves, their families, and the larger community.

Our beliefs about the nature of education and learning, drawn from Charlotte Mason. . .

Education is an atmosphere:
… expressed through a class structure that provides succinct, focused lessons, promoted
by a non-competitive learning environment (without extrinsic rewards) and a positive and
peaceful feel focused on the delight of learning.
… expressed through classroom design and décor that takes into account the educational
value of a home-like environment.

Education is a discipline:
… that cultivates habits of caring – for one another, for materials and resources, and for
Creation.



… that requires perseverance – with the encouragement and expectation for students to
finish well and do their best work.
… that focuses on the attitude of the heart – in conflict resolution, in relationship
restoration, and in response to correction.

Education is a life:
… where no separation exists between the sacred and the secular.  All truth is God’s truth.
… best pursued through contact with real things – the best books by the best minds, real
life experiences, actual objects, and opportunities for exploration and discovery.
… where a child’s mind feasts on ideas from all of life!

Education is the science of relationships:
… that the child has with the realm of ideas, the created world, people, and their Creator.
… where learning becomes vibrant and relevant when connections are made across
subjects, within relationship and with real life.

Curriculum Overview
“A child who possesses a sound and fairly wide knowledge of a number of subjects,
all of which serve to interest him; such a child studies with delight.”
~ Charlotte Mason

Bible
Bible stories are read and discussed regularly at every grade level at SCCS. We use a variety
of children’s Bibles and picture stories in PreK - Kindergarten, The Child’s Story Bible (Vos) for
first through third grade, and the English Standard Version of the Bible for fourth grade and
older.

Composer Study
An excellent piece of art can captivate our senses and emotions, so we expose our students
to the lives of great artists and their work. By learning to carefully observe and attend to a
great work of art, students learn to understand and appreciate both historical and
contemporary masterpieces. By exposing our students to excellent music, we are not only
giving them an ear for rhythm, melody and harmony but we are also teaching them to
understand and appreciate great music. The enjoyment of music is an ability that can be
enjoyed throughout one’s entire life. Students take time to study the lives of great
composers and become familiar with their work. We also arrange opportunities for students
to attend live performances by the St. Louis Symphony when possible.

Foreign Language
Students in every grade at SCCS participate in at least weekly Spanish lessons beginning
with songs and conversation. This exploratory program provides all students a positive
experience interacting with another language, as well as an opportunity to consider diverse
cultural histories and stories.

Handwriting
Being able to express oneself in writing is an important developmental milestone and life
skill. At SCCS, we use the multi-sensory curriculum Learning Without Tears (formerly



Handwriting Without Tears) to develop this fine motor skill in preschool through fourth
grade, and then utilize the Presidential Penmanship curriculum in fifth grade and higher.
Print is taught in preschool through second grade, and cursive is taught in second grade and
higher.

Handwork
One of the joys of life is to be able to create something beautiful with our hands. As they are
creating, students will learn about color, pattern, texture and design as well as experience
the satisfaction of working diligently and carefully on a project and seeing it through to its
completion.

Language Arts and Reading Instruction
Living books are books that are inherently interesting, have literary merit, and make any
given topic come alive. Living books—whether a great work of fiction, a nonfiction account of
history, or a biography of someone who impacted the world—are the foundation of our
curriculum at SCCS. Students read living books of choice as well as teacher-selected living
books every day as part of Reading Workshop. This small-group method involves explicit
instruction in phonics, decoding, and comprehension within the context of real books. As
students transition and become fluent readers, they continue to participate in small group
instruction by participating
in book clubs.

In almost every subject, students are taught the skill of narration—or telling back what they
have heard—to strengthen their memory and help them become focused listeners and
critical thinkers. Students also participate in a Writing Workshop, where they write their own
stories and ideas. The teacher guides each student individually through the writing process,
and the students experience what it’s like to be a real author by sharing original writing
pieces with their peers many times throughout the year. Students also receive instruction in
spelling and grammar in meaningful ways.

Resources that guide our Language Arts instruction:
● Oxford Reading Tree (series)
● Units of Study, by Lucy Calkins
● Reading with Meaning by Debbie Miller
● The Book Whisperer, by Donalyn Miller
● The Reading Strategies Book and The Writing Strategies Book, by Jennifer Serravallo
● 6+1 Traits of Writing, by Ruth Culham

Mathematics
At SCCS we use Right Start Mathematics in Kindergarten through fourth grade. Right Start is
a multi-sensory curriculum that seeks not only to help students learn and understand math,
but to enjoy it as well. By minimizing the use of flashcards and worksheets, and emphasizing
the use of manipulatives and math games, the curriculum gives students the instruction and
practice they need to achieve competency and become flexible problem solvers without
becoming frustrated and bored by math in the process.

In fifth grade, we transition to Singapore Math, which dovetails nicely with the Right Start
kindergarten through fourth-grade curriculum (both are based on similar Asian approaches



to mathematics instruction), while providing for a greater emphasis on word problems in
these older elementary years.

Nature Study and Science
One of the distinctives of a Charlotte Mason education is the regular study of nature.
Students are given many opportunities to explore and interact with the natural environment.
Through nature study, keeping a nature journal, and taking regular nature hikes, students
develop their observation skills and their appreciation of the beauty and intricacy of the
world around them. The skills and principles developed in nature study extend into science,
as students learn about the principles that govern the natural world. Students also learn
about the importance of caring
for creation through the study of conservationists, recycling, composting, and regular time
caring for our school garden during the growing seasons.

Picture Study
An excellent piece of art can captivate our senses and emotions, so we expose our students
to the lives of great artists and their work. By learning to carefully observe and attend to a
great work of art, the students learn to understand and appreciate masterpieces of both the
past and present.

Social Studies: History and Geography
As the students read, hear, narrate and interact with living books, the opportunities to ask
and answer questions of whom, when and where will naturally arise. By integrating the
study of history and geography with literature, the students are able to see the connections
between facts and ideas, and will develop a broader, deeper understanding of their world.

Middle School Overview
Middle School at SCCS is a Charlotte Mason learning experience with a view to high school
preparedness. Students make rich connections across subjects while acquiring the practical
and academic skill needed to be ready for their next academic endeavor. Note taking, good
homework habits, learning how to research, test-taking skills, peer editing, and learning the
scientific method through lab work are a few examples of skills practiced by seventh and
eighth
graders.

Typing / Technology
Students begin regularly utilizing laptop computers at SCCS starting in 3rd grade.  3rd - 8th
grade students will also use the laptops for researching science and social studies units,
word processing applications, spreadsheet applications, and presentation applications.

(1) Cotter, Jean.  What Makes this Elementary Math Program Different?
www.alabacus.com

(2) www.AmblesideOnline.org

http://www.alabacus.com
http://www.amblesideonline.org


GOVERNANCE

The South City Community School Board
The role of the SCCS board of trustees is to uphold and advance the vision, mission, and
values of SCCS. The board is committed to working with the leadership of the school to
carry out key strategic initiatives and is also tasked with supporting, evaluating, and directing
the head of school as he or she oversees all matters related to school operations. The board
is committed to refining its own governance model according to best practice and
developing a regular cycle of rotating board leadership. The most up-to-date information on
board members can be found on our website.

Leadership
Michael Treadwell serves as the Head of School. The SCCS Board hires a Head of School to
oversee all day-to-day operations of the school and lead the faculty and staff in service of
students and their families.

Affiliations
South City Community School is a member of…

Christian Schools Association of St. Louis www.csasl.org
ChildLight Schools Association www.childlightschools.org
Christian Schools International www.csionline.org
Independent Schools Association of St Louis https://independentschools.org/

Accreditation
SCCS is jointly accredited through Christian Schools International and AdvancEd.

EXPECTATIONS OF PARENTS

Trust
Trust is the foundation of cooperation between parents and the school. We trust that parents
always have their child’s best interests at heart and we ask for that same assumption in return.
“Assume positive intent” is a phrase we often use as the foundation of all communication,
especially in difficult times that arise in the life of a school. Building a community of trust
requires acknowledging that trust can be broken through betrayals and healing can be found.

http://www.csasl.org
http://www.childlightschools.org
http://www.csionline.org
https://independentschools.org/
http://www.childlightschools.org
http://www.childlightschools.org
http://www.childlightschools.org


At SCCS we use a model of trust that describes trust as having three components: character,
communication, and competence. We expect that each member of the SCCS community is
seeking to live a life of good character, clear communication, and effective skill-based
competence in their work as teacher, parent, donor, or leadership. For our parents, trust and
partnership chiefly plays out through being involved as a volunteer, communicating with the
school positively and financially supporting the school through tuition and giving - serving,
communicating, and investing. For details on how each of these play out over the course of the
school year, please read further details below.

How do we behave?
In a trust-based community, how do we behave, especially in times of high stress, difference
of opinion, or when we feel trust has been broken?

A simple rule of thumb we use is: All adult behavior at SCCS needs to rise to the same level
of behavioral expectations that we would hold an elementary school-age child to when in
conflict.

You can read in detail about student behavioral expectations below in the Family Handbook
under “Student Expectations”. A brief list of unacceptable behaviors from our student
handbook that also applies to parents:

● Hitting, punching, slapping, kicking or inappropriate touching
● Destruction of school property
● Repeated refusal to follow staff directions
● Repeated use of threatening, disrespectful, coarse or demeaning language
● Repeated dishonesty/cheating
● Inappropriate use of computers
● Hazing or harassment of others

What is a parent to do when they are upset or feel something is unaddressed?

Grievances and Concerns
We recognize that despite our best efforts towards educational partnership,
misunderstandings, mistakes and oversights will occur. Knowing that anyone at
times may have blindspots, we ask that parents approach the school and its
staff with an assumption of positive intent when these things occur. The
following procedure of communication will help ensure a positive path toward

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a2QImOIw76_to5juNVHBqCJWh7FZvXNa/view?usp=sharing
https://5mt.sccommunityschool.org/2022/08/Hazing-and-Harassment-Policy.pdf


resolution:

What if I don’t know how to talk about my concern without losing my cool?
We suggest using a conversation planning tool like: Crucial Conversations Planner

Parent Investment at SCCS
Parents are invited to join us as we prayerfully pursue our mission to be a Christian school that is
a blessing to our city. Partner with us by volunteering your time and talents to meet operational
needs in our schoolhouse supporting our staff and allowing them to more fully focus on
providing your child with a rich educational experience preparing them for their next academic
endeavor. Support our work to be a financially sustainable institution that is able to be
intentionally accessible to a broad range of families by giving of your own resources and
collaborating with other school-wide efforts to raise funds.

Parents interested in serving on one of the various parent committees organized to promote,
recruit and lead parents in these opportunities should contact the school office to get
connected.

We invite parents into the school building in a variety of ways and we hope that these
opportunities give parents a glimpse of SCCS in action and a chance to connect with other
school parents, get to know their child’s peers and interact with school staff in new ways. Some
of these opportunities will come directly from your child’s teacher while others may be
coordinated through the school office. Most volunteer opportunities are published in the Friday
Email as they become available or are listed on the Parents page of our website.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TpbdIHduXAoduPwIcH_6y2IDKQBDuXGX/view?usp=sharing


Volunteering at Ditto Family Resale
Our school partners with seven other local Christian schools to support Ditto Family Resale.
Profits go directly to our schools to provide scholarships, help offset rising tuition costs, and
assist families who could not otherwise afford a Christian education. They also share a portion
with other public and private schools in the area - an aim inspired by Hebrews 13:16 and
championed by our school leaders since Ditto's inception.

Each year SCCS parents and friends fill volunteer positions to fulfill our school’s
requirements in order to receive our full profit share. Volunteers support the paid staff by
assisting with processing clothing and other merchandise, straightening the sales floor, and
working the dressing rooms. Each shift is two hours, and volunteers get 20% off storewide
the day they serve. For safety reasons, volunteers must be at least 16 years of age. The link
to sign up is published on the Parent Volunteer Opportunities page of the website.

Enrichment Trips
Each year SCCS Students go on a variety of enrichment trips designed to take learning out
of the classroom and into the world around them. We invite our parents to join us on these
trips as a way to connect with your child’s school experience in a new way, connect with
other SCCS parents, and provide transportation and supervision for SCCS students while on
the trip. We strive to publish the dates and times of all trips as early as possible. If you have a
question about a particular trip or if your family circumstances preclude you from
participating or your child from attending an enrichment trip, please reach out to your child’s
teacher as far in advance as possible.

Preschool & Kindergarten
Due to the complexity of child safety seats required for children of preschool and
kindergarten age, we request that parents of these students take part in both major
enrichment trips with their child through driving and chaperoning. Parents can expect
one trip in the fall and one in the spring the details of which will be communicated as
early as possible so that parents can make the necessary arrangements needed in
order to attend. Nature walks to Tower Grove Park will take place throughout the
school year and a few parents will be recruited to participate in each walk as extra
hands and eyes towards student safety. All parents are not required to attend every
walking trip to Tower Grove Park.

1st - 8th Grade
For those students able to ride in a backless booster seat (Missouri's Child Restraint
Law (RSMo 307.179), we invite parents to join their child’s class on enrichment trips
and hope that each family will be able to drive and chaperone at least one trip for
each student in their family. SCCS staff and teachers will coordinate carpooled
transportation and chaperone supervision for 1st - 8th grade enrichment trips. We
reserve the right to cancel a trip in the event that parent involvement is insufficient to
transport and supervise students safely on a trip. Students without a proper safety
seat will not be permitted to participate and will need to be picked up from school.
They may return to school when their class returns to campus.



The parent of any student not eligible by Missouri State Law* and parental consent to ride in a
backless booster seat is required to attend all enrichment trips with their student in order to
ensure the safe transport of their child (see guidelines above for PK-KG students). Because we
value your child’s safety, we require that Missouri state law governing child safety seats and
restraints be followed on all trips.

Missouri's Child Restraint Law (RSMo 307.179)

● Children less than 4 years old or less than 40 pounds must be in an appropriate child
safety seat.

● Children ages 4 through 7 who weigh at least 40 pounds must be in an appropriate
child safety seat or booster seat unless they are 80 pounds or 4'9" tall.

● Children 8 and over or weighing at least 80 pounds or at least 4’9” tall are required to
be secured by a safety belt or buckled into an appropriate booster seat.

Parent and School Communication

South City Community School believes that the primary responsibility and privilege of the
education rests with the parents.  As such, the school’s role is to come alongside parents,
not relieving them of their responsibility, but joining and supporting them in the task. We
primarily rely on the weekly “Friday email” to communicate school-wide information with
our families and share important announcements and deadlines. If we have a gmail account
on file for you, it is quite possible that these might land in your “Promotions” tab. If you have
checked this and are not receiving our weekly emails, please email
office@sccommunityschool.org.

Telephone & Email
To reach one of the SCCS teachers or staff members during the school day, please call the
school office at 314.667.4311 or email office@sccommunityschool.org.

Please do not call or text teachers directly during the school day.

To reach your child’s teacher after school hours, please aim to call between 4 - 8pm Sun -
Fri.  Refer to the SCCS Directory and Class Lists for teachers’ contact information.

Our expectation is that teachers will respond to parents’ messages or emails within 24
hours during weekdays.

If a child becomes ill at school and needs to be sent home, an SCCS teacher or staff
member will call the parent.

mailto:info@sccommunityschool.org


STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

Student Handbook
We provide a Student Handbook for students in 3rd - 8th grade, so that they will have a
written handbook of our expectations of them.  The Student Handbook will also provide
additional guidance and helpful suggestions to students to help them be successful in
school and beyond.  Parents are encouraged to read this over with their 3rd - 8th grade
child/ren, and to refer back to it as needed.

Discipline Policy
At SCCS, we strive to foster a peaceful and safe learning environment where all members of
our school are shown respect and courtesy. We also recognize that parents have the
primary responsibility to discipline their children, and we desire to partner with parents as
they seek to guide and nurture their children.

We realize that within any community there will be conflicts and that children will make
mistakes and will need support and guidance. We see this as an opportunity to connect with
the child and support their growth. The majority of these instances will be handled by the
classroom or specials teacher, with an emphasis on helping the child make better choices
and move towards relational restoration if needed.  We affirm that all of our students have a
need to feel safe among their classmates.

If an incident occurs involving the following behaviors, the student will be sent to the office
and a  consequence will occur, including but not limited to a call or note home to parents,
being sent home for the rest of the day or a parent meeting.

● Hitting, punching, slapping, kicking or inappropriate touching
● Destruction of school property
● Repeated refusal to follow directions
● Repeated use of threatening, disrespectful, coarse or demeaning language
● Repeated dishonesty/cheating
● Inappropriate use of computers

Weapons, explosives or fireworks of any kind (real or pretend) are not to be brought to
school. They will be confiscated and returned to a parent at the end of the day. Prior
permission may be granted by the classroom teacher to bring items in this category for
show and tell or classroom activities.

If a situation occurs where the student displays poor behavior over an extended period of
time and is not willing to change, and/or SCCS is not able to provide the behavioral support
the student requires, the Head of School will be consulted to determine a plan of action,



which could include suspension, expulsion or a request to find a more appropriate school
placement.

Prior permission from the classroom teacher is needed in order for a student to bring an
electronic device (including cell phones)  to school.

We do not utilize a reward/demerit or point system at SCCS.

Corporal punishment is not practiced at SCCS.

Dress Guidelines
At SCCS, we do not wish to inhibit a child’s individuality or creativity, nor cause undue
financial strain upon the clothing budget. As the focus of our day is discovering and
exploring our world, outside play, nature walks and other “messy” activities are a part of the
daily schedule.  This should be a consideration when choosing school clothes for your child.

Please keep these guidelines in mind:

● Clothing and outerwear should be appropriate for the season and weather.
● Shoes must be closed toe with a closed or strap heel.
● Clothing should be free from writing and pictures. Patterns are permitted (stripes,

plaid, floral)
● Clothing should be comfortable and washable.
● Girls should wear leggings, “bike shorts”, or tights under skirts or dresses.
● Pants, shorts, and skirts must be worn fitted at the waist or hips and of modest length.
● Clothing should be free from rips and tears or neatly patched / mended.
● Hats are not permitted indoors.
● Accessories (jewelry, hair ribbons, etc.) are allowed but will be sent home if they

become a distraction.
● Hair coloring (dye, hair chalk) is allowed.
● Students may have characters/writing on their shoes, backpack, lunchbox etc, just

not their clothing.

Please clearly mark your child’s name on or inside their backpack, clothing, shoes, lunch box
and water bottle.

School Supplies
We ask that all school families submit a $100 supply fee per student to the school which will
cover the majority of their school supplies including pencils, folders, notebooks, art supplies.
The supply fees are billed through the family FACTS account at the beginning of each
school year.

Please send the following items with your child clearly labeled with their name:
● a backpack large enough for a 10 x 13 folder
● a water bottle
● their morning and afternoon snacks and lunch



● change of clothes to leave at school (including underwear and socks).  Please send
these clothes the first day of school in a bag clearly labeled with your child’s name.

● a camp/outdoor folding chair or stool. It will be returned at the end of the school
year.

SCHEDULE AND ROUTINES

Drop-off

The main parking lot on Reber
Place is opened at 8:00 a.m. on
school days to allow vehicles to
line up for student morning
drop-off. Staff will supervise the
unloading of students from 8:20
a.m. until 8:40 a.m. when the
parking lot gates will be closed.
Any vehicle arriving after 8:40 a.m.
should park and students should
be escorted to the main entrance
on Reber Place to check in with
the school front desk.

Pick-Up

The main parking lot on Reber
Place is opened 15 minutes prior to
dismissal times (12:45 p.m. and 3:00
p.m.) to allow vehicles to line up in
the parking lot for student pick-up.
Staff will supervise the dismissal of
students to their vehicles until 15
minutes past the end of the school
day (1:15 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.) when
the parking lot gates will be
closed. Any students not picked
up on time will be supervised in



the office until a caregiver arrives. Please check in with the front desk via the main entrance
on Reber Place upon arrival.

Extended Day Program
SCCS Extended Day Program is a play-based, semi-structured child care option open to all
students enrolled at SCCS. Before Care runs from 7:30 a.m. until 8:15 a.m. After Care runs from
1:00 p.m. dismissal until 3:15 p.m. dismissal. Late Care runs from 3:15 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. There
are a variety of enrollment options available to students at SCCS each year. While availability is
not guaranteed, our staff will make every effort to accommodate all requests for participation in
the extended day program. Enrollment is available in trimester or year-long increments.

All charges are billed via FACTS over the course of the trimester or year for ongoing enrollment
options. Contact Laura Lee Bausell (lbausell@sccommunityschool.org) with questions about the
program or enrollment.

Attendance
Due to the experiential, integrated nature of our curriculum, consistent, on-time attendance
plays a significant role in our students’ learning.

At SCCS we highly value time spent as a family and support your time away from the school
visiting family, taking memorable vacations, and learning and playing together!  However,
parents are strongly encouraged to make every effort to schedule trips or doctor’s visits
around, rather than in conflict with, the school calendar so that your child does not miss out
on school.

Please send an email to office@sccommunityschool.org or leave a message at the school at
314.667.4311 for all attendance notices.

For children enrolled in private school, regular school attendance is also mandated by law
(RSMo 167.031).  Absences of more than seven cumulative school days in a trimester will
necessitate a meeting with your child’s teacher and the school administration.  In addition,
since many of our families are on TTEF Scholarships which require at least 90% daily
attendance, if any student is at risk of exceeding this daily attendance requirement for the
year, it will necessitate a meeting with your child’s teacher and the school administration.

In addition, to support your child’s learning and the smoothness of the classroom schedule,
students arriving later than 8:40 am will be considered tardy.  More than 12 tardies in a
trimester will necessitate a meeting with your child’s teacher and the school administration.

Illnesses and Immunizations

Medications
If your child requires medication - whether prescription or over-the-counter - to be taken at
school, this must be sent directly to the school office (not given to your child’s teacher).  All
information regarding medications must be up to date in the Magnus Health App.



All prescription medication must include the original prescription label or written
prescription, with your child’s name and date of birth and clear instructions as to dosage and
times to be administered to the school office.  All students with epi-pens and/or asthma
inhalers should bring a prescription device on the first day of school, to remain with the
school for the duration of the school-year. Students with a current asthma action plan must
bring an inhaler/appropriate medication to be left at school at all times.

Over-the-counter medication should not require dosing more frequently than once in the
morning and once in the afternoon - children should remain home if they are ill enough to
require more frequent administration of medications and/or the administration of more than
two medications for an illness.

Lice/Contagious Illness Policy
If a student or an adult gets lice or another contagious illness like ringworm or hand, foot &
mouth disease, parents in that class and specials teachers who teach that child will be
notified as soon as possible via email so they can be watching for symptoms in their own
child. If the student goes to before or after care, those families will be notified as well. The
individual student will not be named, and the office will request that the parent contact any
other SCCS families that their child may have had contact with who are outside of the
groups the office will contact.

All accepted students of South City Community School must have the completed Medical
Information and Release Form, a Physical Exam Form completed by their physician, and a
copy of their Immunization Record (or appropriate Immunization Exemption Form) included
in FACTS.  Please contact office@sccommunityschool.org  for any questions related to
medical information or immunization records.

In case of illness or injury, your child will be cared for and kept under observation by school
personnel until a parent or designated adult arrives for him/her.  Students who have a
temperature of 100 degrees or higher will be sent home from school.  The child may also be
removed from the classroom if their temperature is lower than 100 degrees but they are not
feeling well.  Please do not return him/her to school until their temperature has been
normal for at least 24 hours.  If antibiotics were administered, 24 hours must lapse after the
first dose has been given.  Likewise, please wait at least 24 hours if any vomiting or diarrhea
has occurred.  Please do not send your child to school if there is evidence of fever, severe
headache, productive cough, nausea, vomiting, rash, pink eye, lice, ringworm, or lethargy.

In addition, if your child contracts any of the following diseases, please keep your child at
home and immediately contact the school:

Diphtheria Tetanus Pertussis  (whooping
cough)

HiB

Polio Measles Rubella Mumps



Hepatitis B Varicella
(chickenpox)

COVID-19

Children with a Medical Exemption or Religious Exemption who have not been immunized
for the above communicable diseases will be asked to remain at home from school if such
an outbreak occurs in our immediate community, until cleared from illness and/or
incubation period by the child’s physician.

Covid-19 Operating Levels
As the community spread of Covid-19 increases and decreases, we work to practice
mitigation strategies to ensure the most number of children can attend school for the most
number of days. Questions regarding current COVID-19 policies in place can first be
addressed to the school nurse. Or if after speaking to the school nurse, feel free to reach out
to the head of school.



Chapel
Students gather on Wednesdays from 8:45 - 9:10 a.m. in the sanctuary of The Journey
church to participate in chapel.  Preschool students who attend only on
Tuesdays/Thursdays have chapel with their teachers at an alternate time.

Snack and Lunch
A snack time is scheduled for each class every morning.  Please send a snack and lunch and
water bottle with your child to school.  Parents are encouraged to send nutritious food items
for their child, including a protein source. Please do not send soda or other foods high in
sugar to school.  In order for parents to make food choices for their child, as well as to
decrease instances of allergic reactions, the sharing of food is not permitted.  (Please note
that a fridge and microwave are not available to students).

STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATIONS

Assessment and Examinations
At South City Community School, we utilize a variety of methods to assess and evaluate
each student’s progress throughout the year. Samples of student work will be kept in
Student Portfolios. The teachers will keep notes on their observations of each student’s
successes and struggles throughout the year.  Parent / Teacher Conferences and Trimester
Report Cards provide significant insight into each child’s progress.

End of Year Assessments and Standardized Tests in 4th grade and above provide another
“snapshot” of each student’s knowledge and academic ability, the results of which shall be
shared with parents with the child’s following report card.  Parents will be notified ahead of
time regarding days that the End of Year Assessments and Standardized Tests are
scheduled for your child’s grade.

Parent / Teacher Conferences
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled in October and March.  These meetings are to
have time set aside for the parent/guardian and the teacher to discuss the child’s progress,
talk about areas of concern, or ask questions.  We require that at least one parent / guardian
of each student / sibling group attend the Parent/Teacher Conferences and ask that the
student/s not attend, unless requested by the teacher.  Due to scheduling limitations we
only offer one conference spot per child unless previously arranged through the Head of
School or Director of Teaching.



Report Cards
SCCS’ school-year is divided by trimesters beginning in August, December, and March.

Report cards are sent digitally via email to parents at the beginning of December and
beginning of March, and a final will be sent home on the last day of school in May.

FINANCIAL POLICIES

Financial Aid
SCCS is committed to making tuition affordable by providing financial aid to students in
Kindergarten and above who have demonstrated financial need. 

There are two financial aid options available to SCCS applicants which are assessed and
granted on an annual basis. SCCS offers school-sponsored, need-based scholarships for
students requested through the Grant and Aid application on FACTS, an independent
assessment company, to evaluate the financial assets and needs of applying families. 
FACTS processes applications based on a variety of factors, including household size,
number of students enrolling, income, assets, and prioritized expenses, and submits
a recommendation to SCCS regarding the tuition a family is able to pay.  Additionally, SCCS
partners with the Today and Tomorrow foundation, a scholarship organization funded by the
Catholic church for St. Louis City Residents pursuing private Christian education in the city of
St. Louis, to provide scholarships to eligible city resident families with students entering
Kindergarten through 8th grade.

All families requesting aid are required to submit a completed FACTS Grant and Aid
application and, in addition, any families requesting aid that live within the St. Louis city limits
are required to complete the TTEF application process. The Financial Aid Committee then
reviews this information to determine total tuition and financial aid amounts for families.  The
financial aid process is repeated annually during re-enrollment.

Tuition and Fees
The tuition schedule for each year is published during re-enrollment in January and can be
found on the SCCS website.

Commitment Fee - $150 per student due within two weeks of initial acceptance and
annually during re-enrollment.

FACTS Processing Fee - A per family fee charged based on the payment plan chosen in
FACTS ($50 for 10 payments and $20 for single payment).



Supply & Activity Fee - $100 per student due annually with first scheduled tuition payment.

All student billing is managed through FACTS Management online. Monthly payment plan
and lump sum payment options are available.

Tuition payments are considered late 5 days after the due date and will result in notification
by FACTS and/or SCCS and a $25 late fee. If an account is more than two months behind, a
meeting with the school administration will be arranged, and may be grounds for dismissal.

Grades and transcripts will be withheld until the account is current.

The administration of SCCS understands that a family may be burdened with unforeseen
financial difficulties at times.  If a family cannot meet its tuition obligation, it is their
responsibility to contact the school and make alternative arrangements for payment.

Withdrawal Policy (Updated March 2021)
If a student withdraws for any reason once a tuition agreement has been signed the SCCS
policy dictates that the parents/legal guardians of that student are responsible for full
payment of the agreed upon full year tuition amount. Exceptions to and implications of this
policy are outlined below.

Please note, all students who have not returned the signed tuition agreement within two weeks
of receiving it, shall forfeit their class placement. The student’s placement may be given away to
new or waitlisted applicants and/or hiring and facilities decisions may preclude the student
from finalizing enrollment after June 1.

Once a tuition agreement has been signed, withdrawal of a student must be conducted
through the Head of School, not through the classroom teacher or any other member of the
SCCS staff or board. The Head of School, in collaboration with the Financial Aid Committee
(Head of School, Director of Admissions and Director of Finance), will consider partial tuition
release only in extenuating circumstances and only if supported by a detailed written
request submitted to the Head of School.  In that case, partial release from tuition
obligations may be allowed according to the guidelines below.

February 15 - May 31 If a student withdraws on or before May 31 the parents will be
released from tuition obligation with the understanding that no class placement will be
held for the student should they change their mind and wish to pursue re-enrollment.
The $150 commitment fee will not be refunded.

June 1 - First day of School If a student withdraws after June 1 and before the first day of
school, parents will be responsible for 50% of the amount in their signed tuition
agreement for the year.

During the school year if a student withdraws for any reason once school is in session,
parents will be responsible for the full amount of their signed tuition agreement.



Requests for withdrawal due to changes in COVID-19 related school schedule or location
will be decided on a case by case basis in discussion with the family.

Requests for withdrawal due to circumstances that preclude a student from reasonably
continuing their education at SCCS (i.e. moving out of state) will be decided on a case by
case basis in discussion with the family for release from tuition outside the parameters listed
above.

Once a student has been withdrawn, under any circumstance or time frame, they forfeit any
expectation for automatic re-enrollment during the current academic year or in future
academic years.

Under no circumstances will a refund be given for any portion of a payment.

All school property and textbooks must be returned.

A charge will be assessed for any unreturned items.

All outstanding tuition, fees and other charges must be paid in full before student records
will be released.

Financial Support / Fundraising
South City Community School is a 501(c)3 non-profit school.  We seek to partner with
individuals, families, and businesses to financially support the school, in addition to tuition, in
order to allow for scholarships for students who demonstrate financial need. All donations
will be gratefully received and are tax-deductible; a receipt for tax purposes will be mailed
to the donor/s. We ask that all families participate in supporting our Annual Walk, Run, Ride,
our largest annual community fundraising effort as a school.

Expressed on a per student basis, our current economic engine is: 1) Family tuition and fees
per student; plus 2) Donor investment per student; plus 3) Today and Tomorrow Fund
Scholarship support; that equals 3) Cost to educate per student; with 4) any overflow
invested into a stronger program through capital investments, seed money for new
programs, and savings to manage unforeseen future liabilities or other strategic
investments. If you would like to learn more about how we are using donor investment to
build a sustainable future for our students, please contact
mtreadwell@sccommunityschool.org

mailto:mtreadwell@sccommunityschool.org


SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS

At SCCS, celebrations are a vital part of our school community and serve as markers through
the year.  Such celebrations include…

● Celebration of the start of school with our Student Welcome Day
● Celebration of Thanksgiving during class and chapel
● Celebration of Advent and Christ’s birth during class, chapel, and at our Christmas

program
● Celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection at Easter during class and chapel
● Celebration of our community at Spirit Days, Mosaic Day and Field Day
● Celebration of our year together and the students’ work at our Spring Program and

Art Show

Likewise, birthdays are a vital part of each child’s life and serve as markers for him / her.  At
SCCS, your child’s teacher will plan on celebrating each child’s birthday in special ways to
honor them on or before their birthday (summer birthdays will be celebrated on their
half-birthday).

In deference to the school’s celebrations, please do not send food, treats, or presents for
Christmas, Valentine’s Day, or birthdays.

Valentine’s Day is a holiday celebrated in many ways by families.  At SCCS, Valentine’s Day
celebrations will be planned by each respective classroom teacher, per their preference and
needs of each class (celebrations will be focused on our love of God and family). Halloween
is another event that families choose to recognize in a myriad of ways, so in deference to
families’ preferences Halloween is not formally recognized at SCCS. For both of these
holidays, please do not send in treats, cards, or other token items with your child. Thank you
for helping us create a unique culture at SCCS on these days.



SCHOOL SAFETY

Emergency School Closings
SCCS will post any school closings or delayed openings due to weather on the Fox 2 News
and on KMOV Channel 4.  Notices may be found both on television and at the Fox 2/KMOV4
website: http://www.fox2now.com/weather/schoolclosing/ and
https://www.kmov.com/weather/closings/
We will also notify all parents via email before 7 a.m.

Please use your discretion and do not attempt to come to school if conditions in your area
are hazardous.

In the event that there is a school-wide early dismissal, parents will be contacted by email.

In the occurrence of three or more weather cancelled days in one school-year, the SCCS
administration will strongly consider making up lost days by cancelling a school holiday or
extending the school-year.  Teachers and parents will be notified well in advance of any
such decision / changes.

Asbestos Notification
In accordance with the Federal Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act, an accredited
inspector and management planner has prepared a plan of action for SCCS to reduce
exposure to asbestos fibers. This management plan is available to the public for inspection
without cost or restrictions by request from the school office.

Fire, Tornado, Earthquake and Intruder Drills
Fire drills will occur 8 times a year, tornado drills at least twice a year, security/intruder
safety drills 3 times a year, and at least 1 earthquake drill each school year. Teachers will
instruct the children in his or her class as to the procedures for drills.

Visitors
We love having guests from our school community visit the building throughout the year. In
order to promote the safety of our students and not interrupt the classroom experience
unnecessarily, we ask that whenever possible all guests (including parents) make
arrangements ahead of time with their child’s classroom teacher or a school administrator
when planning to visit SCCS.

http://www.fox2now.com/weather/schoolclosing/
https://www.kmov.com/weather/closings/


All guests must check-in with the school’s front desk upon arrival to receive a visitor’s pass
and check-out again before leaving. Any guest who has not checked in with the front desk
may be asked to leave.


